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Celebrating your

Eco
Church
Journey



Your Eco
Church
journey
is unique
But like all journeys it benefits from moments
along the way to pause, reflect and celebrate
how far you have come. These moments can
also be valuable opportunities to invite and
involve others. 

The ideas shared here are just some of the many ways you might choose to reflect on
and celebrate your Eco Church journey. While they can be used at any time, there may
be natural jumping off points, such as celebrating your Eco Church award, marking an
environmental day like Earth Day, or recognising an anniversary like ten years of Eco
Church in 2026! 

Whatever you choose to do, these celebrations provide a wonderful opportunity for your
church to involve others from the wider local community, children or young people from
a local school or group, and other churches.

Do tag #EcoChurch and A Rocha UK’s social media accounts (linked at the end of
this resource) to share your celebrations! 
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An Eco Church Celebration at Exeter Cathedral included an awards ceremony
for 21 churches that had achieved bronze or silver Eco Church status - bringing
local churches together to celebrate their journeys of caring for creation. 

Holy Redeemer, Lamorbey, held a green communion service outside on the
last Sunday of the Season of Creation. They shared their annual pledge to care
for creation as an Eco Church. 

St Mary’s East Grinstead gathered for a family service to celebrate their gold
award. They were joined by East Grinstead’s Mayor, who presented them with
their gold award plaque. Afterwards, their local MP joined them for a
celebratory barbecue in the vicarage garden. 

HOLD A SPECIAL SERVICE
OR OUTDOOR WORSHIP
GATHERING

Take time to walk outside in awe of God’s creation. Walk alone or with others.
Use our prayer walk guide as a prompt.

St Mark’s Winshill share their local prayer walks. You could use these as
inspiration for routes in your own community. 

Falmouth Methodist Church’s eco group led a guided prayer walk through
seven worship stations in a local garden. At each station, the group stopped to
read a Bible verse, give thanks to God, and pray for the environment.
St Tyssil’s Church, Llandyssil, Montgomeryshire, has a prayer trail around the
churchyard with Bible verses and lines from hymns written on re-purposed
roof slates from the church.

GO ON A PRAYER WALK 

Celebrate what’s on your doorstep! Do a nature count or other citizen science
activity in your church’s outdoor space. See how various churches celebrated
Churches Count on Nature, an annual event where people visit churchyards
and record the plant and animal species they encounter.

Invite others in the community to join you on a tour of your churchyard or a
guided nature walk - to show people what you’re doing, or enjoy local wildlife.
Newport Methodist Church on the Isle of Wight take a local walk as a church
community in each season. It sparks people's interest about the nature on their
doorstep and they record the wildlife they spot along the way. 

TAKE PART IN CITIZEN
SCIENCE OR A GUIDED
NATURE TOUR 

A celebratory barbecue at St Mary’s
East Grinstead

Photo credit: Steve Pond

Prayer trail at St Tyssil’s Church,
Llandyssil, Montgomeryshire

Photo credit: Delyth Higgins 

What one church spotted (at a CCoN
event)

Credit: Newbold Parish Church via
Caring for God’s Acre
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https://exeter.anglican.org/devons-first-eco-church-awards-event-at-exeter-cathedral/
https://arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-to-order-an-eco-church-plaque/
https://arocha.org.uk/get-involved/engage-your-church/
https://www.stmarkswinshill.co.uk/prayer-walks
https://falmouthmethodist.org.uk/news/eco-group-guided-prayer-walk
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/churches-count-on-nature-stories-2025/


Plant a seed of hope! Plant a tree, hedge, bulbs, wildflower patch or pot, as a
visual commemoration. 

St Mary’s Church, Hanley Castle, organised a village-wide daffodil planting
session to mark their gold award, bringing ‘gold’ flowers into the community
every spring.

St Michael and All Angels church in Flax Bourton held a ‘golden wassail’ to
celebrate their gold award. As part of the service, prayers were written on
wildflower seed paper, which will be planted and grow into beautiful
wildflowers. 

PLANT!

Host a Fairtrade/eco coffee and cake morning at one of your usual coffee
mornings or as a special event. Invite local people and neighbouring churches,
and share your Eco Church story with them. 

Bishop Paul of the Diocese of Guildford hosted a ‘cake and cuppa’ for Eco
Churches from all over the diocese. It was an opportunity to appreciate all that
the churches have achieved and there was plenty of time to chat, learn and be
inspired.

CUPPA AND CAKE

Exhibit your Eco Church journey in a creative way - an art exhibition perhaps, or
maybe with textiles. The Loving Earth Project has a collection of textile panels
that can be borrowed and exhibited by local churches. High Street Baptist
Church, Tring created their own panels following a talk about climate change
and activism.

Leigh Road Baptist Church host a regular Eco Fair to celebrate community and
creation. ‘Events like this not only bring joy but also reflect the church’s mission
to care for both people and the planet’.

HOST AN ECO EXHIBITION 

Credit: Chris Linnett, Unsplash

Cake and a cuppa with Bishop Paul,
Bishop of Dorking.

Credit: Polly Eaton

Loving Earth exhibition at High Street,
Baptist Church, Tring

Credit: Polly Eaton
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https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/towards-net-zero-carbon-case-studies/going-gold-st-marys-planting
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/towards-net-zero-carbon-case-studies/going-gold-st-marys-planting
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/a-golden-celebration.php
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/a-golden-celebration.php
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/a-golden-celebration.php
https://tringbaptistchurch.co.uk/loving-earth-project/
https://tringbaptistchurch.co.uk/loving-earth-project/


The Capellania Anglicana de Ibiza y Formentera organised a walk as part of
their Lent reflections. They walked through the local forest where they heard
about the negative impact of climate change on old trees. Their creation care
group also organised litter picks, where people could get outside and make a
difference for their community. 

Two members of the A Rocha UK staff team walked 8.5 miles between several
Eco Churches on the Gower. They were joined by church members from
different denominations across Swansea, and visited four Eco Churches.

Another staff member walked 35 miles from Tring, Hertfordshire, to Southall,
West London. She reflected on the slow pace through changing environments
as an opportunity to notice God’s creation as well as enjoy fellowship with
others. Read more: A significant walk. 

GO ON A PILGRIMAGE 

Make a collage, run a pottery or junk modelling session - there are so many
ways you can get creative! 

‘Flock,' a growing creative Christian community in Shepton Mallet, organised a
unique eco-arts festival celebrating the vital waterways of Somerset and the
rich tapestry of plant and animal life they support. 

Beulah URC in Cardiff has undertaken many creative projects with an artist in
residence. They have commissioned a garden sculpture, decorated vases and
organised ‘Think of the Alternative’, an eye-catching art exhibition – a gallery of
lifestyle choices created from leaves, bark and petals. This was placed on a wall
outside their building for local people to enjoy. 

GET CREATIVE
WITH ARTWORK

 Lenten walk

Credit: The Capellania Anglicana de
Ibiza y Formentera 

Energy, recycling, and food artwork
panels 

Credit: Beulah URC 
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Keep in touch with A Rocha UK - sign up to Eco Church Connect for the latest news
from Eco Church: arocha.org.uk/sign-up

Logos, leaflets, and more to help you share about being an Eco Church:
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/promoting-eco-church

Connect on social media
Instagram: @arocha_uk 
Facebook: @Arochaorguk

Explore our websites
arocha.org.uk
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/connecting-with-gods-creation-during-lent-at-the-capellania-anglicana-de-ibiza-y-formentera/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/connecting-with-gods-creation-during-lent-at-the-capellania-anglicana-de-ibiza-y-formentera/
https://arocha.org.uk/a-significant-walk/
https://arocha.org.uk/a-significant-walk/
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/eco-arts-festival-brings-somersets-waterways-to-life-through-art.php#%23
https://www.beulahurc.org.uk/ecochurch.htm
https://arocha.org.uk/sign-up/
http://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/promoting-eco-church/
http://arocha.org.uk/
http://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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